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By Art Potacquo 

Six Chicago policemen have been found to be members of the Ku Klux 
Klan, it was disclosed Thursday. A six-foot cress—often used as a fiery 
symbol of klan terrorism—was found in the home of one of the six. 

Police Siipt. .Tarots T). Con- •*- T " 

lisk Jr. announced ih.it anion ! Wan spokesman In Ccaishi says “at least 53" Chie.iga 
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joined the force there year; 
ago, also resigned. 


The six-foot cross — of a 
plastic material ilmt made it 
reusable for repented burn¬ 
ings—wns found in Heath's 
home, according to Conlisk. 

The id an long lias burned 
crosses to terrorize Negroes. 

Also found in Hen rh's 
home were a number of send* 
automatic weapons, copies of 
hate literature and klan pam¬ 
phlets, accnrding to Deputy 
Police Supr. John Mufchrone. 

The confiscated material, 
displayed in the I2rh-floor of¬ 
fice of the III), included an 
estimated 200,000 rounds of 


l 
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ammunition, including some 
of the armor-piercing variety; 
seven live hand grenades, 
which were later disarmed; a 
,45-raliher "grease gun" and 
several other rifles and pfs- 
tols, and a gas mask. 

Clark said the policemen 
hail been measured for klan 
tobes hut had not yet re¬ 
ceived them. 

"I am shocked that mem¬ 
bers of the Chicago P o 1 i c e 
Department belong to a hate 
g/oup," said Conllsk in an-, 
flouncing the findings of the , 
depart men i ‘s invesUjgu tors. 

Conlisk noted that k I a n | 
membership does not violate 
a sratc law. But, be added, it 
is "contrary to the rules and 
regulations of the Chicago Po¬ 
lice Department/' 

Conlisk soid the four men 
who had not resigned would 
be taken before the Police 
Board for dismissal accion. 

He s/ifd the investigocinn is 
combining to determine if orb 
er policemen belong to the 
klnn. 


Clark said that thus far the 
Investigation indicated klan 
membership was ’’rim wide¬ 
spread." 

ft was leu nit d that the stale’s 
mimntVs office entered the 
investigation of the police 
klan activities after beirv In¬ 
formed rhai possible crimmu? 
omivifie* were involved. 

Ne?rres, Fnman Cmholira 
and fe 1 * s hive hrc" 1 the rr.oin 
farmers o r t:km t ; o! ec... 
through the years. 

Tiie House Com mi tree on 
OMirvratP Aruvi’l ::im- 


intiriil*»? :wn yea is, >'f hi cr¬ 
inge mi k’an eenurin*, <"jw 
eailfer this month, that ihe or¬ 
ganization remain* “a vehicle 
o f death, «.lesrr;»crio^ ?n* T fe u** 
in the n.irien. 

HUAC estimated the kiar’s 
notional membership «? I?.- 
COO in IS 5 r a:cs. 

However, the- Anii-DtTdm;)- 


| ly concerned about the image- 
| of white Chicago policemen 
j in the e} r e$ of the city's Negro 
I population. 

In an exclusive Sun-Times 
interview on Dec. If), Conlisk 
told of his hopes of recruiting 
men "who will he more sensi¬ 
tive to the social problems in 
law enforcement." 

He cited a stepped-up police 
humnn relations training pro¬ 
gram os part of cn effort to ' 
maintain racial peace in Chi¬ 
cago, 

fn the same interview, Con¬ 
lisk vowed a new accent on 
"aggressive investigation" to 
i ferret out police wrongdoing. 

The unmasking of the six 
policemen's klan activities 
was an apparent outgrowth of 
that program. 

It appeared also that a new 
and closer relationship with 1 
the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
I tigafion under Conlisk's re¬ 
gime figured in the klan case. 

| Because of the Man's history 
| of violence, the FBT main- 
| tains surveillance over activi¬ 
ties of its white-hooded mem¬ 
bers. t 

Joseph j. Le Fevour, presi¬ 
dent of the • Fraternal Order 
of Police, Chicago Lodge No. 

7, said he found it "hard to 
believe that any Chicago po¬ 
lice officers could be so stu¬ 
pid and irrational as to be- | 
Jong to the Ku Klux Klan." I 
Le Fevour soid the "ideals 
of professional law enforce¬ 
ment officers are diametric¬ 
ally opposed" 'o the "totally 
un - American conduct" that 
characterizes the klan. 

"Officers of this type," Le- 
Fevour added, "are certainly 
nor representative of the Chi¬ 
cago Police Department. 











Policemen Tired 

For Klan Links 

/ 

1 CHICAGO. Aprils. (AP) — 
The civilian police board 
today dismissed three city po¬ 
licemen from the force for 
*their connection .with Ah* 

KluxKlanArH S- boo ' 

Former policeman Uoffild 
Heat h, admitted Urand 
Dragon of the Chicago chapter 
of the Klan. and two other for¬ 
mer policemen, W/JUarT) Plpg- 
ger, 43, and 33. 

Sfl&ie permanently ai’simsied 
from the force on grounds of 
conduct bringing doticJA to 
the force, failure to obey or¬ 
ders. and general inefficiency 
and incompetency. 
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Poll cemnn 
Accused of 
PIql on ^ 


CHICAGO, Feb. 
Policeman testiiier: 
a _ fellow’ of riper, i 
Ku Klurc Klau in 1 
cussed ways 'of a 
Mayor Richard J. 
Chicago and high 
ciais. » 

Policeman Jam 
testified at a p 
hearing into whet! 
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•aisinating 
Daley cl 
olice ofjt'i- 
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Heath deniedjToh 

t-0ns. [ — j 

Tobin sa:<* 7lea: 
a speeding car cr 
bazooka rocket intc 
room of the Daij 
where the Mayor h 
la:< in a lounge ch; 
front bay window, i 
Heath bragged thp 
the Mayo r’s ch i 
Tobin said, and t)i 
make the assassir.a 
Heath also discus 
Deputy Police Sup: 
Rochford, because 
like the way Rochfo 
riou and Capt. Ja 
man “because he i 
Tobin said. 

The talk went n 
Tobin said, because 
ceiveu orders frerr 
Klan leaders to avoi 
in Chicago because 
dent'al aspirations 
Gov. George IV a i 
Alabama. 


Tobin 
ce board 
ir Poiice- 
>3w under 

-a fired, 
'^allega- 

:o 

to-id him 
-d fire a 
he living 
y home, 
>■35 to re* “ 
r near a 


he knew 
y guards, 
t would 
easier, 
cl killing 
’ames M. 
? “didn't 
handled 
:s Holr* 
Jewish,” 

further, 
'eath re¬ 
national 
violence 
)f presi* 
former 
ice of 


Chicago’s 
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"■ Racialists 

CHIC AGO. P ec. 29 (AP )— 
Mayor Richard Daley said 
today he was shocked at infor¬ 
mation that six Chicago po¬ 
licemen are members of the 
Ku KLux Kian. He vowed to 
rid the city government of any 
k employes found to be involved 
with hate groups. 

• Meanwhile, the Police De¬ 
partment’s internal investfea* 

, tion division and the Cook 
County (Chicago) state's attor¬ 
ney's office continued investi- 
gation of Klan efforts to re- 1 
cruit Chicago policemen. 

PatroIman Do nalfl jrfc, 

30. on the force six years, 
named by Police Superintend¬ 
ent James Conlisk as ring¬ 
leader of the recruitment 
drive, was relieved of duty 
yesterday after a raid on his 
home uncovered ) cache of I 
weapons, ammunition and I 
Klan literature. 

r Two others named as Kian 
members, Patrolmen Eu ih ird 
• ■ S tanton , 33, and Denni? T\l3ia, 

2o, resigned rather tnan face 
questioning about Klan activi¬ 
ties, Conlisk said. A third, 
■iQilgASi.Qfl, 26, resigned while 
being questioned. 

- Heath. Johansson and Stan- 
‘ton were assigned to the Fill¬ 
more district, a predominant!’. 
Negro area on the city's wpsi 
Side. Alsoia was assigned to 
the Austin district, which also 
“* j has a large Negro population. 
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By James Casey 
| Police Sifpi. James B. Co.i- 
lislt Jr. Tuesday made public 
the withheld names of i;wn po- 
| Bremen in a Ku Klttx KUm 
1 scandal—niv] u!sn disclosed a 
| new ground for possible prtwc- 
[ cation. 

The laic*st tn l>* accused hv 
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| Conlfrk as members of the 
1 racist sec tel society are Po- 
j I icemen William FT. P logger, 
•tt, and Ernest R. So met, 22, 
holh of the Shakespeyj*e Dis¬ 
trict. 

They and four previously 
identified patrolmen may be 
charged with violating the 
Jaw enforcement officer*' code 
of ethics, signed by all police¬ 
men, the superintendent said. 

The code recti ires that they 
‘'respect the rights of all 
people/* 

"The KKK does not respect 
the rights of people," Conlisk 
said. "Thar is my opinion and, 
therefore, tlve opinion of the 
police department/' 

Plogger, Semct nnd James 
Heath, 35, admitted ringlead¬ 
er of the police Klan coll, are 
scheduled to faro a hearing, 
probably Hits week, before the 
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Police Disciplinary Hoard. 

The other these — Kichurd 
Stanton anti John Johansson, 
assigned to the Fillmore Dis¬ 
trict with Heath, and Dennis 
A (oka of the Austin DistIci — 
resigned last v/eek. 

The board has the power io 
recoin mend dismissal of 
charges, suspensions witltout 
pay for up to 30 da vs or triul 
by the five-man Civilian Po¬ 
lice Board headed by Franklin 
Kreinl. 

Kreml’s board has the au¬ 
thority to discharge policemen, 
with the defend a ms having ihe 
right to appeal to ihc courts. 

Flogger, 2V.0 N\ Lai%iv!ale, 
and Semet, r-tts’s N. Oriole, 
were excused from Juty with* 
our pay pending further ac¬ 
tion, Hea r h has the *iime SUt- 
113. 
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COP CONNECTED 
TO KLAN FAILED 
TO REPORT GUNS 

Chicago Folirenan Ponald 
Heath. 30, reported as the head 
nf Ihe Kii Klux Khn in Tllitioi?, 
apparenllv violated a police 
rule that requires officers to 
register firearms with the de¬ 
partment, it was disclosed yes¬ 
terday. 

Capt. "Raymond Clark, direc¬ 
tor of the police internal in¬ 
spection division, said en in¬ 
vestigation has shown that none 
of llie cache of semi-automatic 
rifles, shotguns, and pistols 
seized last Thursday by police 
in a raid on Heath's home was 
registered with officials. Heslh 
lives at 2055 N. Lawudalc av\ 
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Now Dragon ' 


for 7 Stales ; 

0 The National Kmchts of the! 

Kti fOlix Klan have rewarded 
suspender! ^hicaso Policeman 
< Donald Hralh for his "pnnrf 
work" in organising a six-' 
| memlwr klan group among 
Chicago police. 

•James R. Venable, imperial 
fj | wizard of the klan, said that 
N,j j Heath would hpcome grand 
5\ dragob for a seven-state mid-' 
1 \ western rerrinn. 

Henlh. HO. returned yester-[ 
ter day from national klan, 
headquarters in Tucker. Ga, 
where announcement of hi$ 
promotion was made by Ven¬ 
able at a 4-dav convention of 
| the group 

Acknowledging Hie appoint* 

| muni. Hpath said he would 
j head klan acrivify, including 
secrel organization and recruit- 
| ing, in Illinois, Indiana. Michi¬ 
gan. Missouri. Iowa, Wtscon- 
j sin and Minnesota. j 

Heath and fivp other pnlicc- 
1 men were suspended on Dec. 
when their klan membership 
was discovered. 

Another of (he policemen siw- 
[ pended with Heath was also 
j promored, William Ploggcr. i~. 
will become king klcagic fvice 
1 president I nf the midvestern 
' region. Plogger also awaits pn-, 

1 lice hoard action. 
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By James Casey 

A detective testified Thurs¬ 
day Ihnt Donald HeallC nA 
policeman atci!sed“of also be' 1 * 
tug a Kit Klux Klanjeader, 
once planned to assassinate 
Mayor Daley. 

Del. James Tobin, who in* 
filitrated the Klan, said Heath 
told him early in November 
that he was going Lo aim a 
bazooka through the bay win¬ 
dow of Daley’s homo in the 
Back of the Yards district. 

Tobin said Heath told him 
also of plans to execute Deputy 
Police Supt. James M. Rociv 
ford and former Chicago Police 
Capt. James Holzman. 

The detective testified before 
a hearing of the Police Board, 
which is considering whether 
to fire Heath for Klan activi¬ 
ties. The board will make its 
decision public on April 5. 

Heath was suspended when 
his association with the Klan 
was revealed in Dcrcmher. 
Two other accused IClnn-police¬ 
men are awaiting hearings. 
Three others resigned. 

Tobin, who was initiated 
into the Klan in September 
after posing as a Ktan sym¬ 
pathizer, said Heath told him 
he wanted to kill Do ley simply , 
hccauso die mayor is a top ' 
city official. 

Daley said Police Supt. 1 
James B. Conlisk Jr. told him 
several weeks ago of the plot t 
on his life. He declined further * 
comment because the Police 
Board is si hi deliberating on 
Heath’s case. 

Continuing Ids testimony, 
Tobin said Heat It disliked 
PoMiford because he fob he 
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was not tough enough in his j 
handling of the racial dis-j 
uubances in the summers of| 
I96G and 1P57. 

He said ho learned from j 
Heath that Roc’nford would he j 
killed at another disturbance | 
so that, as Heath put it. "we j 
can blame the niggdrs.” j 
Heath's gripe against Hoi/-: 
man was that he has “Jewish j 
blood,” Tobin testified, ; 

Holzman already had be-! 
come head of the police force 
in Oregon's Multnomah Coun¬ 
ty (Portland) when Heath re¬ 
lated his plot. Tobin said. 

The police investigator told 
the hearing that the day be¬ 
fore Heath’s association with 
the Klan was made public, 
Deputy Police Supt. J o h n 
Mulch rone went to the stale’s 
attorney's office to seek crim¬ 
inal charges against the Klan 
leader for his plot. 

But State’s Atty. John Sta- 
mos said the conversation of 
Henth with Tobin would be In¬ 
sufficient evidence for a 
criminal charge. Tobin con-: 
Unucd. | 

During the closing moments - 

Turn to Page 6 j 



Continued from Page 5 

of the hearing. Heath main¬ 
tained that he could be loyal 
hoth to the police department 
and to the Ku Klux Klan. 

But the assistant corpora¬ 
tion counsel representing the 
police department, Jerome 
Zerla, replied that Heath had 
been using the force to recruit 
applicants for the Klan. 

He also charged that Heath 
had been improving his skill 
with weapons and subverting 
the aims of the police depart¬ 
ment while he was on the 
force. 

Earlier in the hearing, Tobin 
told hew he had been initiated, 
into the Klan in a ceremony in 
the bedroom of Heath’s apart¬ 
ment at 2055 N. Lawndale. 

Tobin said that before paying 
the $15 initiation fee, Heath 
told him that he soon would 
meet the top Klan leader in 
Illinois. 

After paying the fee. Tobin 
said, Heath announced: 

"I am the top man. I am 
the gvand dragon. I am the 
onlv man who could swear vou 
in,” 
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A variety of weapons or po¬ 
tential weapons was- found m 
the district station locker of a 
suspended policeman accused 
of association with the Ku Klux 
Kkn, a sergeant testified 
today. 

The police beard is conduct¬ 
ing hearings of charges against 
Pairobunn Ernest Scuncl, one 
of three policemen whoso dis¬ 
missal is sought by Supt. James 
B. Cmilisk Jr. Semot was as- 
I signed to the Shakespeare ave¬ 
nue district. 

Sgl. David Coffey of the in¬ 
ternal inspections division said 
that on Dec. 20 lie ordered 
Semet lo open his locker. 

’ Inside were a revolver, a pis¬ 
tol. several hammers, a hunt-, 
ing knife, a hatchet, and a 
length of chain, Coffey told the! 

board. 

Semet said most of ihe ob-j 
jects had heen picked up on 
“street stops,” the police lerm i 
used to describe investigations 1 
which do not result in arrests. | 
Coffey said. The pislol belonged 
to another policeman who 
sought Semet's help in getting 
it repaired. Semet said, accord¬ 
ing to Coffey. 

The sergeant was the first 
witness in the hearing. 

Hearings were held last week 
on the cases of Patrolman Don¬ 
ald Heath, admitted grand 
dragon or the Illinois K I a n , 
branch, and William Plogger, 
Illinois grand kleaglc. * j 
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Ey Hugh Hough 

Hie leader of the Ku Klux Klan cell in the Chi¬ 
ta Police Department planned a tear-gas at- 
k on a Loop theater where a Sidney Foiticr 
vie was playing, it was disclosed Saturday. 

dicemua .lames Tobin, the iportraying the Negro -white 
.Tcover man who exposed * romance hadn't yet arrived 
Klansmcn in blue, told of, here, 
tear-gas plot and other Heath, reached by phone at 
rre aspects of the Klan op-, his ku Klux Klan headquarters 
ion hi ail interview. 5 ,t inn W, Addison, was ashed 

bin said oolite- Klan lead- for'comment “on‘ this and other 
>ot;idd Heath last October ^ charges made by Tobin in the 
o v. e d * me two Lear - gas j interview, 
bs and told me 1 was to go j Said Heath: "He is a snivel¬ 
ing liar and a yellow coward." 

Tobin, 33. the star witness 
at recent Police Board hear¬ 
ings on dismissal of Heath ami 
two other accused police- 
Klanzmen, now is assigned to 
the Vice Control Division, 
fn the interview, he told for 


.e movie and set them off. 

,e reason: Kian lenders 
he South were incensed 
Negro actor Poitier kisses 
hits woman :r» the movie 
zss Who's Coming 10 Din- 


Bombing Called C li 
t, said Tobin, Ti e a t It 
d off the tear-gas plot 
i he was informed that a 
rent Poitier movie, "To 
Wiili Love," was playing 
iz Loop and that the film 


the first‘time many of the* de¬ 
tails of lus 100 days as a Klan 
infiltrator. 

Talks Of Informers 
Just once, said Tobin, did 
he consider himself in physical 
danger of Kian reprisal. 

"One night Iasi fall I 
thought 1 was exposed," Tobin 
said. "Heath started talking 
about informers end what 
happens to them. 

"He said thov are taken care 
cf by the 'Black Robes'—a 
select group of black - robed 
'hit* men from the South. | 
"But it l u r n e d out that 
Heath didn't suspect me, after 
all. I guess he was just try¬ 
ing to impress me with the 
Klan's security system." 

Becomes Cyclops 
Tobin, who is Irish and a 
practicing Roman Catholic, 
went on to become Grand Cy¬ 
clops, or president of the po¬ 
lice Klan unit, or Klavern. 

When he was assigned to In¬ 
vestigate the Klan last Sep¬ 
tember, said Tooin. all he 
knew about the national Klan 
organization was that the ob¬ 
jects of its hate included Ne¬ 
groes, Jews and Roman Cath¬ 
olics. 

"John Mulchrone, the hear! 
of the police task force (and 
now deputy superintendent), 
called me and asked me to 
check Into unverified reports 
of Klan activity in the depart¬ 
ment," said Tobin. 


j 

"I worked with Heath in the 
Fillmore District, so there was 
no trouble in getting assigned 
with him to a two-man car. 

Increases Hate Talk 

Tobin said that for the first 
few days they rode together, 
Heath limited iris hate talks to 
occasional slurs against Ne¬ 
groes. Jews, Greeks and Ital¬ 
ians. 

"Then, one day he asked 
me about my religion, and I 
told him that I used to be a 
Catholic, but that my wife and 
i had switched to the Protes¬ 
tant religion," Tobin recalled. 
"He liked that." 

Heath immediately launched 
into a tirade against prominent 
Catholics—John Cardinal Cody, 
Mayor Daley, and the Rev. 
James Groppi, the civil rights 
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activist from Milwaukee, To¬ 
bin said. 

Tobin agreed with Heath 
that such individuals were "u 
threat to the while lace." 

Arm-Addng Rites 

Within a few days, Heath 
identified himseJf as die lead¬ 
er of the IClan in Illinois and 
swore Tobin into the Klan in a 
90-minulc ceremony that loft 
Tobin with aching arms be¬ 
cause he had to raise them so 
often fer oath-taking. 

With the ceremony went a 
warning from Heath that "in 
103 years, the Invisible Em¬ 
pire lias never been success¬ 
fully infiltrated from within." 

Tobin, who has been termed 
a "rat fink" by Imperial Wiz¬ 
ard Heath since exposure of, 
i 

Turn to Page 33 \ 
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Continued from Page 2* 

the Klan’s capers, disclosed 
that failure of Ilia police Klav- 
era's white robes to arrive on 
i i iji e prevented Chicago's 
si rankest Halloween party of 
jJ&7 from coming ofi in style. 

f, Wc were to wear our robes 
for tile first time at the Hah 
lowcen night meeting.” Tobin 
recalls. 

Given Hate Letters 
But oven without the rubes, 
the Xian business went on. To¬ 
bin says liealh gave him 200 
corses of a Klan i)6to teucr at 
the meeting. They were de¬ 
signed to stir up ami-Ncgro 
sentiment and were io he 
mailed io residents of Cicero. 
Berwyn nnd iringe tire as of 


racial change, Tobin recalls. 

But Heath supplied no 
stamps, and instead of using 
Police Department expense 
money to maii tho letters, 
Tobin later burned them. 

Tobin readied his zenith in 
Klan ceremonial 'matters In 
December when Heath allowed 
him to swear in a non-police 
recruit as a new Klan mem¬ 
ber. 

“The ramrit was a rcul 
kook—a typical Klaus man” 
Tobin recalls. "He had been 
with the local Nazi Party until 
it crumbled. Ho had''wanted 
to join the Minuiemen 'ta mil- 
it ant “right-wing group), but 
j t1n*y wouldn’t have him. 

Grilled Cv Heath 
i “Heath really grilled him 
before I swore him in. lie 
asked the guy ii he would 
'Do anything for the Kl3n?‘ 
and the recruit said he would, 

” 'Would you kill Groppi?' 
Heath asked him. 

*' To have to think about 
that/ the recruit answered.” 

Litter, said Tobin, Heath 
. laughed off the kiii-Groppi 
■ question, saying that the mur¬ 
der of the priest would ''just 
make him a martyr," 

Didn't Tell Wife 

In his testimony before Ihc 
[Police Board, Tobin said 
Heath once advanced a plan 
for killing Mayor Daley with 
] a bazooka. Heath was serious 


about that, Tobin maintains. 

• Tobin, who has won four 
departmental commen¬ 
dations and 10 creditable Men¬ 
tions during his 11 years on 
the force, didn't tell Ids wife, 
Janet, about his Klan under¬ 
cover wort; until a few days 
before Heath’s home was 
raided in December. 

How did she take I he news? 

"She understood," said 7c- i 
bin. “She knows a policeman 
can catch some strange as¬ 
signments." 

The Tobins, who were high 
school sweethearts on the | 
West Side, have three sons. 

Tobin says he is proud that 
the Klan was never able to 
recruit moie than six of the 
Chicago Police Department's 
more _ than 10,000 members. 
(Three of the police Klan re¬ 
cruits quit the force and there- , 
fore were not involved In the 
Police Board trial.) j 

Views Or. Prejudice ■ 

Asked about his personal 
view of prejudice and police 
work, Tobin replied: 

"If you have any prejudice, 
you leave it on your doorstep 
when you go to work in the 
morning. I don't think you car. 
be a good policeman if you 
are racially prejudiced. 

"A policeman has to deal 
with facts. You aren't a goon ‘ 
policeman if you let prejudice 
coior the facts." 
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T!i roc Chicago policcnu’ii Klin: members two months; 
were dismissed fioui the fonv , ago. when Policeman James! 
Friday as member- nf the Kn Tobin infiltrated the Klan to j 
Kilts Ktan. . gather evidence. All were said 

The three are Donald R, too he top officer* In the*secret I 
Heath, 3b, of the Fillmore o«sy‘ society, 
trict. and William Plotter, ~ 1 

and Ernes. R. Seme.t, At, both 
of the Sbakocprfm' District 
A five-mail police hoard 
found thorn guilty of charge:; 
of misconduct Including diso¬ 
bedience of police departmor.I 
regulations. Alt pleaded not 
guilty. 

The three were exposed 
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Three members of the Chi¬ 
cago police department were 
fired yesterday for being mem¬ 
bers of the Ku Klux Klan, 
Franklin Kvcmh president of 
the police board, announced. 

'They are Patrolman Donald 
Heath, 30, of 2055 N. Lawndale 
sv.; William Plogser, 43. of 
23-JO N. Lawndale av.. and Er¬ 
nest H, Scmct, 32, of 3333 N. 
Oriole ov. 

Heath had been assigned to 
the Fillmore district and Plog- 
1 g«?r and Setnot tu the Shake* 
I spcarc district. 


Superintendent Explains 

Police Supt James R. Con-* 
lisk S2id that membership in 
the klan was contrary to the 
policies of the police depart¬ 
ment 

Hrnth, head of the klan in 
I Illinois and a surrounding six- 
[State area, was identified as 
head of a six*man klan cell in 
I the police department. A raid 
} by police on his home on Dec* 

128 uncovered a cache of guns, 
i hand grenades, and 200.000 
j rounds of ammunition, along 
i with klan flags and literature, 
j Plogger, who hod been on the 
force since 1D54, was identified 
as vice president of the klan 
in Illinois. 

i 

, 3 Others Resign 

Three other members of the 
, force who were identified as 
klan members by Conlisk sub¬ 
sequently resigned. 

| They are Patrolmen Rich* 
; ard Stanton, 33. of 3350 62d pl. t 
and Jon T. Johansson, ** 
1 330 X. Lr.trohe av., both as¬ 
signed to the Fillmore district, 
| and Dennis Aloia. 25, cf 4210 
- Concord av., Austin district. 







T !i r c c Oiiea&o pAHrenu'Mi Kim: nreinijc-rs two months ■ 
were dismissed Loui the tow f ago, when Policeman Ja»»ess ? 
Friday as member- of the Kn ! Tobin infiltrated the Klmi to j 
Klux Ktan. , gather evidence. All were said 

The three are Donald R. too be top officer. In r!?c* secret I 
Heath, Hh, of the Fillmore f)is?/society. 

tdet. and William Plotter, 1 

and Ernes. R. Fernet, 32, bmh 
of the Shak^'pcnn 1 District 
A five-man police hoard 
found thorn guilty of charge:, 
of misconduct Including diso¬ 
bedience of police depart men i 
regulations. Alt pleader! not 
guilty. 

The throe were e.%pc*c*d ;is 



^ - V. - 


Superintendent Explains 
Police Supt. James P. Con-* 
tisk S2id that membership in 
the felan was contrary to the 
policies of the police depart- 



Three members of the Chi¬ 
cago police department v;cre 
fired yesterday for being mem¬ 
bers of the Ku Klux Klan, 
Franklin Krcml, president of 
the police hoard, announced. 

They are Patrolman Donald 
Heath, 30, of 2055 N. Lawndale 
av.; William Ploggcr, 43. of 
23-n N. Lawndale av.. and Er¬ 
nest R, Semot, 32, of 3338 N. 
Oriotc av. 

Heath had ha on assigned to 
the Fillmore district and P!og- 
I ger anr] Sonwt to the Shake* 
I spenre district. 


meat. 

Hrnth, head of the klan in 
Illinois and a surrounding six- 
state area, was identified as 
head of a six*man klan cell in 
the police department. A raid 
by police on his home on Dec. 
28 uncovered a cache of guns, 
i hand grenades, and 200,000 
I rounds of ammunition, along 
i with klan flags and literature, 
j Ploggcr, who hod been cn the 
force since 1D54, was identified 
as vice president of the klan 
in Illinois. 

i 

3 Others Resign 

Throe other members of the 
i force who were identified as 
klan members by Conlisk sub¬ 
sequently resigned. 

| They are Patrolmen Rich* 
; ard Stanton, 33, of 3350 G2d pL, 
and Jon T. Johansson, ** 
1 320 X. Latrohe av., both as¬ 
signed to the Fill more district, 
| and Dennis Alota. 25, cf 43 iO 
- Concord av., Austin district. 
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Chicago Felice Image Still Tarnished 


as? 
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By D J. E. Bruckner 

Lot Arjrtsi ?lr.«» 

CHICAGO—’‘Like Caere's 


wife, we should be above sus¬ 
picion" says Chicago Poll:® 
3upL James 3. ConUsk Jr. 

“A lot of bad publicity 
against the Department makes 
us realize that we must tread 
the straight and narrow. We 
are truly public servants, and 
we must be responsible not 
only in public, but In private. 
U'e must not only give the 
best of service, but, the ap¬ 
pearance of the best." 

Conlisk's remarks, charac¬ 
teristic of the frank way he 
discusses problems Lrsldt and 
I outside his 12,000-man police 
force, C 3 me in a recent press 
(conference at which he was 
discussing the growing num¬ 
ber of Chicago policemen who 
are under Investigation, sus 
-pension or even, indictment, 
and the public's uneasiness 
* about the quality of the police. 

Revelations of police wrong 
doing began to increase last 


O 

Division U responsible for 
policing the police. 

The four were called to the 
tavern when a fight started 
between the owner and a ?d* 
tron. That altercation was set¬ 
tled, but the four policemen 


James B. Conlisk 
. . . coble experiment 


patrons at 
turn, coop 
speettoos 
the offenc 
. Last N 

the charges have increased In raided a T 
number and In seriousness. 1 gust Clt 
£irly in February, tv/c un»- f weapons, f 
formed policemen and two de-! 01 
tectives were transferred to I ’raid 
desk work while investigators him SlOOf 


lowed to go free. When the ojJ- 
fleer asked to see tha money, 
Circella handed hLm a wad 
which turned out to be only 
3540, so Circella wrote him an 
IOU for the other $660. 

Xot everyone is amused by 
then questioned patrons and such antics, least of all the In- 
found one of them to be a mi¬ 
nor—which I could have cost 
the tavern qwner his license. 

r said one of the 
offered to forget 
for $450. He had 
owever, so he ber 
ther $170 from two 
he bar and they. In 
rated with the In- 
)tvision In naming 
ig four officers. 

•ember, the police 
■)on bar run by Au- 
ella, confiscating 


The own' 
detectives 
the charge 
only Sj28Q, 
roweej the 


spection3 Division men a> t 
signed to keeping an eye on 
their fellow police. "You can¬ 
not have bribery without 
someone offering or giving the 
bribe," says one detective. 
"We have to educate not only 
our own men, but the people 
about the dangers of this situ- - 
atlon." , 

In December Conlisk turned 
the entire top command of tha ^ 
Department upside down, 
shifting 13 top officers, com¬ 
bining old sections into new 1 
ones and creating a new inter- ' 


•O. W. Wilson, who had rc-j vi5iori and tha C ook County 
formed the Department after! Attorney began prob- 

a major scandal in 19h0, re-i . * „ 

tired. Conlisk took over in An- charges that ^he four men 
gust. took a S450 bribe from 


UJU — * — ' - — “ « 
But. since last November,! northside tavern owner. The Circella 


, w nal control division, the pre> 
liarcotlcs and a lot ent I p Spections Division, which 

represents a merger of ilit old 
internal inspections and in tel- - 
ligence functions. t 

At the head of this unit he ^ 
placed Dep. Supt. John Mulch- 
rone, who at 2B is the young¬ 
est officer ever to hold the 


sergeant directing 
aid Circella offered 
to forget the whole 

. 0 ... not take him in, but 

the offe [ failed and Circella 
was hat' 1 id off to the vice 

squad 1 < adquaners. At the ( tha department 

headqua prs, a lieutenant; 


who wa.rjiuesticr.ing him said’. 
1 -fared $1200 to be al-' 


Mulchrone’s unit has moro 
than 450 men, about 270 c 
whom were assigned to into? 
nal departmental disciplin 
when the n*l unit wa 
formed in Decemijer. 

The biggest recent breaks it 
the Department's effort t- 
clean itself out have com* 
since NIulchrone took com 
, mand of the Division, Coniisi 
has commented, "I think ou 
work is coming along al 
right." 

Some cases have an amusln; 
side, such as a pair of dismiss¬ 
als announced bv WUsoj 
shortly before he retired. Th* 
dismissed officers, IVllson saic 
at the time, had taken a 5L* 
bribe from a man, agreeing 
not to arrest him for carryirr 
a concealed weapon! But the*, 
al5 ° confiscated the weipot 
and sold it hark t 0 him for 
540. 

Sut Mulchrone j men have 
produced a esse of severe jit 
ters among policemen with' 
several new drives. Shorth> 
ff lCT Christzisis, the Inspec*- 
Lons Division .made public the 























uames of six unnormea ponce-*, 
men who were members 0 f the 
Ku Klux Klan. Including one 
officer who was Lhe State's 
prand dragon and who had 
been recruiting others in the* 
Department 

To the outside world this' 
case appeared scandalous, but* 
j inside the Department the 
point was made that, except 
1 for passing out membership 
l applications, none of the Klan 
members had conducted his 
Klan activities inside the De*, 
partment. It was all done ar 
■ home or outside regular police 
hours. It is fairly common now 
for policemen on the beats to 1 

• tell you they think they are| 
watched closely outside their I 
precinct stations, and even 
when they are out of uniform, j 

1 More wonrisome to profes- 
1 ftional criminals is the con tin-L 

* uing investigation of a "boh 
jra" (numbers) ring broken by 
the Inspections Division Jan.l 

j 15. The rins. which had netted! 

| about SI million a year, was 

j* the tov of Mafia bigwig Fior*' 
vante (Fifi) BuccierL When 
the police raided the ring, 
they found all its records, in-1 
- eluding a directory of police-! 

> men who have been paid off,! 

' identified by nickname or full 
name and sometimes by autol 
license numbers. This investi-j 
pation, the police say, is con¬ 
tinuing and will result In fur¬ 
ther Indictments. 

Mulchrone, the guirdian of 
the guardians, says "most of 
the officers in this Depart¬ 
ment do not resent us (the In¬ 
spections Division). The vast', 
majority of these cuys arc] 
honest and decent, and some', 
of them are noble. But you do 
not make a man honest just 
by swearing him in or putting 
him in a uniform. The police¬ 
men understand the need for 
watchfulness and they help us. 
out." 1 















By Ary Fctacque ^ 
Former Chicago poJicemai 
)onald Heath is one of fivJ 
»ersons under investigation ill 
cnnection with an alleged plot] 
o assassinate the nine justices 
f the U.S. Supreme Court, it! 
vas learned Thursday. * 
Heath, 31, was fired as a 
olicerren last April after 
isclosure that he was the 
2 ader of a Ku Klux Kian cell 
n the department. 

Tht alleged assassination 
lot has been under investiga- 
or by r. fedcrai grand jury in 
llcveisnti. 

Relieved Deck 

A Justice Department source 
\ Washington confirmed that 
.eath is one of the five per- 
or.s affected. 


Kealli reportedly has relumed 
to Chicago. A f t e r being 
fired from the force, he spent 
some time in Stone Mountain, 
Ga„ headquarters of the Na¬ 
tional Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan, and later moved to 
Akron, Ohio. 

He was arrested and fined in 
Akron last August after police 
found these items in his auto: 
a .22-caliber pistol, 75 rounds 
of ammunition, a leaded 
policeman’s nightstick, five 
gallons of gasoline, rags, 
string, pipe casings and a 
small Klan sign suitable for 
mounting atop an auto by suc¬ 
tion cups. 

Reported Banished 
After Heath was discharged 
as a policeman, the Klan 
elevated him from the post of 


Illinois leader to Midwest im¬ 
perial dragon. 

However, a woman aide o. 
James R. Venable, an Atlanta 
lawyer and imperial wizard of 
the National Knights of the 
KKK, said Thursday that 
Heath was banished from the 
Klan in September f o r 
"misconduct." 

She declined to elaborate ex¬ 
cept to observe that Venable 
has said in the past that he 
would "tolerate no hoodlums" 
in the Kian. 

Venable's aide also said she 
heard that Heath was in 
Cleveland last week to appear 
before a federal grand jury. 

Asked where she got that in¬ 
formation, she said, "Via 
shortwave radio." 

She was asked if the Klan 


now is communicating by 
shortwave radio. She replied, 
"No, not necessarily. 1 just 
happen to own one." 

I More Than Loose Talk 

The Justice Department 
source said the alleged 
assassination plot amounted to 
"much more than just loose 
talk over a coffee tabic." 

The assassination plan was 
well worked out anti could have 
, been effective, the source said. 

It was learned that the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion originally planned to ar¬ 
rest the five suspects but later 
decided to keep them un-ler 
surveillance and to present in¬ 
formation on them to the 
grand jury. 

The grand jury reportedly 


was told that the plot originally 
was to be carried out Nov. 18 
but was dropped for unknown 
reasons. The plan reportedly 
called for one member of Lite 
group to run into tlie Supreme 
Court Building in Washington 
and hurl explosives among the 
justices during a court session. 

Dislike For Rulings 
Members of the group were 
said to dislike some of the 
court's more liberal rulings. 

Heath's link with the Klan 
was exposed last Dec. 23 when 
police raided his home and 
found thousands of rounds of 
small arms ammunition, a six- 
foot cross of the type the Klan 
employs as a fiery symbol of 
terrorism and vast quantities 
of hate literature. 

Patrolman James Tobin, a | 


3 



DONALD HEAlil 


police undercover man who 
helped expose the Klan cell, 
said Heath once told him of a 
plan to file tear gas in a Loop 
lheutcr where a Sidney Poilicr 
movie was playing. 

That alleged plan was noi 
carried out. lohio said Heath 
hatched the plan because nc 
wds infuriated that Poilicr, a 
Negro, kisses a while woman 
in the movie, "Guess Who’s 
Coming lo Dinner." 


















